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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 9

19. It is permitted to clear construction debris that
has piled up near a building if the intent is to remove
potential danger and not to prepare the garden.
Therefore, after removing the debris, one should not
smooth the ground or to remove smaller stones, etc.
However, one may remove whatever is necessary to
make a walkway.

20. It is permitted to close up an open pit in a yard to
prevent people from falling there. However, it should
be done in a way that it is clear that it is not being
done to improve the ground.

21. It is permitted to pour water down the drains of
one’s home when cleaning the floors etc., even
though the water will spill into the garden. It is also
permitted to use an air conditioner that will drip into
the garden since the intent is not to water the garden
and this is not a typical irrigation method. Moreover,
sometimes such water damages rather than benefits
the garden.

22. It should be amicably explained to the
non-observant residents of a building that has a
communal garden that it is possible to maintain the
beauty of the garden during Shemittah. Before
Shemittah, perennial flowers can be planted and
other preparations can be made. If they do not listen,
one must say to them that he is not participating in
the gardening expenses during Shemittah. Rather,
his building dues are intended for the other expenses
of the building. If the residents perform forbidden
work in the garden during Shemittah, it does not
constitute a violation for the other owners.
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