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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 8

15. It is permitted to build a fence during
Shemittah between private and public
property or between two private courtyards
even if deep digging is required. However, it
is forbidden to build a fence between the
fields of two Jews. The Sages were
concerned that they may decide to plant there
instead, meaning that the original digging was
preparing the land for planting.

16. It is forbidden to build a retaining wall and
backfill with earth, even if there is no intention
to build on Shemittah. However, one may
build a rock wall to prevent soil from eroding
away.

17. It is permitted to clear rocks and pebbles
from areas that are used for non-vegetative
purposes, such as a path or playground.
Likewise, one may clear empty areas in a
yard to prevent the possibility of unwanted
animals or fires. Such weed removal may be
done with a mower and even a herbicide may
be applied to prevent future growth.

18. A contractor who begins new construction
during Shemittah should show that the area is
designated for construction either by placing
a sign or building material there. Trenching
may be done for electrical lines etc.
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