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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 7

11. It is permitted to cut fragrance or flavor flowers
or herbs in order to use them - but not to
encourage new growth. Since cutting it will
inevitably cause more branches and flowers to
grow, they should be cut in an atypical way (e.g.,
cutting higher or lower on the branch than is
typically done).

12. Collecting debris from the garden such as
fallen branches or wood is dependent on the
intention. If the intention is to prepare the ground
for planting in the eighth year or to help existing
plants, it is forbidden. If it is to clean the area
around the house as is usually done, it is
permitted. However, one may not clear away
things that are not removed every year.

13. Even in an area not near the house, it is
permitted to gather wood (such as firewood) if it is
clearly recognizable that the purpose is not to fix
up the garden (e.g. if a barbecue is nearby).

14. During Shemittah, it is forbidden to remove
stones from a field as this activity is related to
plowing. If the intent is to improve the field, neither
large rocks or small stones may be removed.
However, if one’s intent is not to improve the field
but because the stones are needed to build a wall
or or a walk, etc., it is permitted to remove the
upper rocks as long as there are stones left behind
that were underneath the one taken This makes it
clear that the goal is not to improve the ground but
for building. If among the rocks there are two that
each need two people to lift, all of the rocks can be
removed since it is obvious that they are being
used for construction.
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