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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"0"7w NN .7 NIXW 21N and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.0rg.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 6

7. Most shrubs and trees will not require pruning
during Shemittah - especially if any necessary
work were made before Shemittah. Hence,
during Shemittah, it is forbidden to prune the
bushes and trees when the intent is to generate
the growth of new branches, to thicken the
crown of the tree, or to stimulate existing growth.

8. It is permitted to trim vegetation for the
purpose of maintaining beauty such as trimming
overgrown shrubs that are sculptured into an
arch or a ball because the purpose of this
trimming is not to encourage growth. On the
contrary,this pruning is to remove the growth so
that the sculpted form is maintained. For this
reason it is permitted to mow a mature, thick
lawn when the purpose is to maintain the
beauty.

9. However, a new or sparse lawn may not be
mown even for beauty as this will thicken and
improve the lawn. Grass may also be cut if not
mowing will result in extensive damage that will
be expensive to repair after Shmittah. Even so,
in all of these cases, one should mow the lawn
in a non-conventional manner, such as by
mowing the grass higher than usual.

10. Heavy pruning of rose bushes before
Shemittah will prevent the need to do so during
Shemittah. During Shemittah, diseased
branches may be removed so they do not harm
other branches. However, faded flowers may not
be removed (deadheading) since doing so
stimulates the growth of new flowers to appear.
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