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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 5

4. Before deciding whether to fertilize the ground
during Shemittah, an expert should be asked to
inspect the soil since much of the evidence that
would seem to a layperson to be a sign of
insufficient fertilization is really an indication of
inadequate irrigation and vice versa. Also, the
amount of fertilizer to use should be according to
what the expert advises as the minimal amount
needed.

5. One should prevent weed growth before
Shemittah by using a pre-emergent herbicide or by
putting down a thick layer of mulch. (Mulch may not
be applied during Shemittah.) Weeding is forbidden
during Shmittah but there are exceptions. It is
permitted to use an herbicide if there is a concern
that the weeds will overrun the garden plants and
cause damage. Alternatively, a string trimmer may
be used.If necessary, removal be hand or with a
tool may be done, taking care not to till the soil.
Lawn grasses may be prevented from spreading
into planted beds if there is a concern of damage.
Preferably, one should install lawn edging to avoid
the necessity of doing work in the garden soil.

6. Concern that weed growth will disrupt the beauty
of a manicured garden is enough to permit
spraying preventative herbicides. However, since
no real damage is being done to the plants, it is
forbidden to remove them. It seems that the weeds
may be removed in an atypical manner, such as
cutting them higher than usual. Note that all these
leniences apply only if the intention is truly for the
aesthetics and not to improve the plants or the
ground. One must honestly evaluate his intentions
in this matter.
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