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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"0"7w NN .7 NIXW 21N and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.0rg.
Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 4

Gardening

1.

Just as rabbinically-forbidden farming work was
permitted to maintain trees and harvest, so is it
allowed to maintain and prevent substantial
damage to vegetation grown for aesthetic
purposes. However, it is hard to define the
degree of damage that is considered substantial
to vegetation grown for aesthetic purposes since
it is subjective. Therefore, one should be strict to
abstain from work - except where it is really
certain that damage will otherwise result.

It is permitted to water a garden during
Shemittah in order to preserve the vegetation.
However, many types of growth can be
maintained with less water. Hence during
Shemittah the quantity and quality of the
watering should be lessened. [It is advisable to
consult with a trustworthy expert gardener since
diminishing the irrigation can sometimes cause
irreversible damage - especially with coarse soil
or sensitive vegetation.]

Fertilizing and mulching should be done before
Shemittah. Usually, it won’t be needed to repeat
the process. (It is possible that after a heavy
rainstorm, nitrogen or potassium fertilizer will
need to be reapplied. If so, it would be best to do
so via the irrigation system.)
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