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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.

Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 3

5. Rabbinically-forbidden work that is
permitted to prevent damage may be done
even if it will enhance the tree as long as
we do not do more than is necessary to
sustain the tree. However, if being so
careful not to do more work than
necessary will incur substantial expense,
one may do the work normally - even if it
enhances the tree. Therefore, it is
permissible to do necessary work for part
of an orchard that will inevitably enhance
other trees for which work is not permitted.
An example of this is irrigation,when some
trees are in greater need and some less
where it would be costly to individually
water those that need.

6. Before the Shemitah begins, one should
carry out any agricultural work possible
then in order to minimize the work to be
done during Shemittah. Similarly, any work
that can be postponed until after Shemittah
should not not be done during Shemittah. If
there is damage that results from not
performing certain work during Shemittah
but it could be easily repaired after
Shemittah without extra costs, that work
should not be done during Shemittah. This
is not the case if there will be substantial
costs incurred to repair the damage.
Similarly, work may be done to prevent
damage to the next year’s crops.
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