KITZUR SHULCHAN ARUCH

Daily Calendar

NL'MY ' TIIX'D
Summary of the Laws of Shemittah
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PART 14

4. If one removes the produce to public property, rabbinic
authorities argue whether it is necessary to relinquish
ownership before three people. Ideally, it is proper to both
move the produce to public property and to relinquish
ownership before three people. In a situation where the
produce cannot be moved to public property, it suffices to
relinquish ownership before three people inside the home.
In extenuating circumstances, one can even rely on the
opinion that permits placing the produce in public property
without declaring it ownerless before three people.

5. The Sages have informed us of the date when biur is
needed for some types of produce. The time for figs is
Chanukah, dates are done on Purim, grapes and wine are
on Pesach, olives and olive oil are on Shavuos. The biur of
these items is to be done on the day preceding the
respective holidays and then to reacquire them on that
same day. The biur dates of other types of produce was
not specifically mentioned. If it is known with certainty
when they are depleted from the fields, one can do biur on
that day and re-acquire them immediately. If there is
uncertainty as to the date of biur, it should be done at the
earliest possible time for biur for that species but the
produce should not be re-acquired until it is certain that the
time of biur has definitely been reached.

Declaration of Biur

When it is time for biur, the produce is taken outside of the
home and the owner declares:

“Jewish brethren, these Shemitta fruits are ownerless and
available to everyone. Whoever wants them may come
and take them.”

Afterwards, the original owner may reacquire the produce
and bring them into his home and consume them.
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