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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"0'>W NIN .TIXW 11N and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.
Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 13

Biur [Clearing Out] of Shemittah Produce

1. Shemittah produce may only be consumed when
that species can be found in the fields as it is
written: “All the crops should be eaten by the
domesticated and wild animals that are in your
land.” This means that as long as the animals can
eat from the produce in the fields, you are
permitted to eat from it in the home. Once the
supply to the animals has been depleted from the
field, you must rid the produce from the home. This
is referred to as biur of the Shemittah produce.
The obligation of biur is a Torah obligation. Some
say that it is a decree from the Sages.

2. The exact nature of biur is subject to dispute
among the Rishonim [early Rabbinical scholars].
The accepted mainstream consensus is that biur is
fulfilled by relinquishing ownership from the
produce. This involves removing them from one’s
domain and declaring them ownerless. At that
point, they are free for anyone to take. Even the
person who relinquished ownership can then
re-acquire them.

3. Relinquishing ownership is to be done in the
presence of three people. They can even be his
friends who he knows will not take ownership of
the produce. The reason that three people are
needed is so that one can acquire it while the two
others can serve as witnesses. Hence, the two
witnesses need to be adults and not relatives who
are invalid to testify. However, the one who
acquires the produce can be anyone - even a
family member or a responsible child who is
mature enough to hold onto something of value. In
any case, a member of the immediate household
cannot serve as one of the three people.
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