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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"0"7w NN .7 NIXW 21N and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.0rg.
Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 10

Shemittah Produce

1.

Produce of the seventh year has a special sanctity
to it. It is a positive mitzva from the Torah to make
such produce ownerless and available for all.
Anyone who locks his yard to prevent others from
entering has violated this positive mitzva. Even one
who gathers all the fruit in his home in order to
distribute them to others has violated this mitzva.

It is not necessary to breach the fence around a
garden. In fact, a new fence may even be erected
as long as there is an opening for people to enter
and gather the produce. There is even an argument
that it is permitted to lock the gate to prevent
damage to the trees if the public is informed that
there are certain hours when they can have access.

The Shemittah produce must be available for
anyone to take - even non-Jews and even animals.
It is forbidden to stop anyone from taking according
to their needs. However, since the sanctity of
Shemittah produce must be protected, one may
prevent a non-Jew from entering the garden - even
by placing a guard to prevent desecration of the
Shemittah produce. However, non-Jews who took
from the produce are allowed to keep what they
took.
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