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Summary of the Laws of Shemittah

(These laws were not taken from the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. Rather, this special 14-day series is from the
writings of X"u"w niN .7 IXw 210 and translated into English by the dedicated staff of Kitzur365.org.
Special thanks to Rabbi Shmuel Silinsky for his thorough review of this material.)

PART 1

There are three mitzvos relating to Shemittah:

1.

Letting the land rest, as it says (Vayikra 25:2-4): “And the
land should be given a rest period, a Sabbath to
Hashem... In the seventh year, it will be a Sabbath of
Sabbaths to Hashem for the land.” Similarly, it says
(Shemos 34:21): “You should abstain from plowing and
harvesting.”

Properly treating Shemittah produce, as it says (Shemos
23:11): “In the seventh [year] you shall release it and
abandon it; the poor of your people shall eat [it], and what
they leave over, the beasts of the field shall eat. So too
should you do to your vineyard [and] to your olive tree[s].”
Cancellation of loans as it says (Devarim 15:2) “This is
the manner of the release [of loans]; every creditor will
release his hand from what he lent his friend.”

Letting the Land Rest

1.

There are certain forms of agricultural work that are
forbidden by the Torah and others that are prohibited by
the Sages. Practically speaking, the rule is that those
forms of work that are forbidden by the Torah may not be
performed even to save a tree from dying. However,
those which were Rabbinically forbidden, were only
prohibited for the purpose of improving the tree; however,
they are permitted when done to prevent the tree from

dying.

Even when rabbinically-forbidden work was permitted, it
was only allowed if it was absolutely necessary or to
prevent serious loss. In any case, today when the
essence of Shemittah is of rabbinic origin, there is room
to be lenient with such work in order to prevent partial
damage or to prevent even non-substantial loss. When
possible, it should be done in a non-conventional manner.
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